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Cooperation in repeated asymmetric public good games 

 

Abstract:  

Humans routinely face collective action problems: for some group effort to 

succeed, individuals need to cooperate despite any incentives to free ride. These 

problems can be modeled with (repeated) public good games. In these games, 

individuals repeatedly decide how much of their private endowment to 

contribute to a collective action that benefits everyone. With this talk, I would 

like to look into behaviour in asymmetric games. People either have different 

means to cooperate (different endowments), or their contributions differ in their 

effectiveness (different productivities), or both. We will first develop some theory 

to show that in some cases, inequality (in endowments and productivities) can 

be favorable to mutual cooperation. Using further experimental evidence, we 

show that such cases indeed exist, but they seem to be rare. 

 

 


